New Federal Law to Benefit Abused or Neglected Children in Utah
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Salt Lake- Between July 2007 and June 2008, 1,933 Utah children were removed from their
homes because of abuse or neglect. Leaving home is not easy for children, even when it is for
their protection. New Federal legislation, the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing
Adoptions Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351), signed by President Bush in October 2008, includes
provisions to better support children in foster care in several ways.
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Children in foster care may now have increased opportunities for care by relatives through
strengthened requirements and resources for locating and notifying relatives, ability to waive
non-safety licensing requirements on a case by case basis; and, at State option, availability of
relative guardianship assistance.

Foster children will also benefit from requirements for siblings to be placed together or to
connect through frequent visitation. Increased efforts will be made to keep children in the school
they attended before being removed. Older foster youth will lead in developing a transition plan
for housing, health insurance, education, workforce supports, employment and more.

An increasing number of children who are adopted from foster care will also qualify for Federal
adoption assistance benefits as changes are implemented over then next ten years. In addition,
the State has the option to extend Federal adoption assistance, foster care, or relative
guardianship assistance to youth up to age 21.

For further information call 538-4058 or email cwmills@utah.gov
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